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FAL* How now, how now, mad wag? what, In
thy quips, and thy quiddities ? what a plague have
I to do with a buff jerkin ?

P. HEN. Why, what a pox have I to do with my
hostess of the tavern ?

FAL. Well, thou hast called her to a reckoning,
many a time and oft.

JR HEN. Did I ever call for thee to pay thy part ?

FAL. No; I'll give thee thy due, thou hast paid
all there.

E HEN. Yea, and elsewhere, so far as my coin

4 And is not a BUFF JERKIN a most sweet robe of DURANCE ?]
To understand the propriety of the Prince's answer, it must be
remarked that the sheriff's officers were formerly clad in buff. So
that when Falstaff asks, whether " his hostess is not a sweet
wench,*' the Prince asks in return whether ft it will not be a sweet
thing to go to prison by running in debt to this sweet wench."

JOHNSON.

The following passage from the old play of Ram-Alley, may
serve to confirm Dr. Johnson's observation:

" Look, I have certain goblins in biiff'jerkins,

" Lye ambuscado.------                         [Enter Serjeants."

Again, in The Comedy of Errors, Act IV.:

ft A devil in an everlasting garment hath him,
" A fellow all in buff?

Durance, however, might also have signified some lasting kind
of stuff, such as we call at present, everlasting. So, in West-
ward Hoe, by Decker and Webster, 1607 : " Where did'st thou
buy this buff? Let me not live but I wilfgive thee a good suit of
durance. Wilt thou take my bond ? " &,c.

Again, in The Devil's Charter, 1607 : " Varlet of velvet, my
moccado villain, old heart of durance, my strip'd canvas shoul-
ders, and my perpetuana pander." Again, in The Three Ladies
of London, 1584 : " As the taylor that out of seven yards, stole
one and a half of durance.'" STEEVENS.

Sir William Cornwallys in his Essayes says : " I would have a
jest never served but once; when it is cold, the vigour and strength
of it is gone.    I refuse to wear buffe, for the lasting j and shall I
be content to apparell my braine in durance?'1
Again, Sir John Davies, in his Epigrams:

" Kate being pleas'd, wisht that her pleasure could
" Endure as long as a bitffe-jerkin would.'*    BOSWELL.